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Building a network

Exchanging 
information

Taking stock of and 
appreciating activities

Supporting regional 
added value

Assessing impacts

Research and education 
for sustainable regional 

development in and 
around mountain areas

Mt. Kenya, Kenya
• Sustainable water management

•  Reduction of water consumption

•  Support for water user associations 
to minimise illegal water abstraction

Centre for Training and Integrated Research in ASAL Development

Members of a Water User Association in the 
Laikipia region, Mt. Kenya. (Photo: CETRAD)

Mt. Kenya serves as a water tower for three agro-ecological zones. (Photo: U. Wiesmann) 

Jungfrau–Aletsch, Switzerland
•  Support for traditional irrigation systems in  

different regions in Switzerland 

•  Environmental education with local schools

•  Support for sustainable, decentralised and local 
energy production 

•  Long-term monitoring and evaluation of local 
biodiversity, cultural and economic values, and 
traditions

Coyhaique, Chile
•  Participatory governance in and around the  

nature reserve

•  Energy-efficient housing

•  Reduction of air pollution

•  Environmental education with local schools

•  Electric mobility between the reserve and the city

UNESCO supports over 700 university chairs worldwide through its UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme. 

The UNESCO Chair on Natural and Cultural Heritage for Sustainable Mountain Development was crea-

ted in 2016. Its activities focus on nature conservation, renewable resources, sustainable tourism, and  

regional development. The chair is hosted by the Management Centre of the World Heritage Swiss Alps 

Jungfrau–Aletsch and held by the co-chairs Prof. Dr. Stephan Rist, Centre for Development and Environ-

ment and Institute of Geography at the University of Bern, and Dr. Boniface Kiteme, Centre for Training 

and Integrated Research in Regional Development (CETRAD) in Nanyuki, Kenya. 

www.cde.unibe.ch/research/projects/unesco_chair_at_cde/index_eng.html

Three iconic mountains that are part of the natural heritage site 
Swiss Alps Jungfrau–Aletsch: Eiger, Mönch, Jungfrau. (Photo: 
World Nature Forum)

Pilot project for environmental education with a local school 
class in Coyhaique (Photo by T. Tribaldos)

Dr. Hans-Christian Leiggener (Chairman WNF) and the two 
Chairholders, Dr. Boniface Kiteme (CETRAD), Prof. Dr. Stephan 
Rist (University of Bern)

View of the dwindling Aletsch Glacier in Switzerland. (Photo: 
World Nature Forum)

The town of Coyhaique, at the foot of a majestic mountainous 
nature reserve. (Photo by T. Tribaldos)


