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"Echo chambers and filter-bubbles: myth or.reality? .

- e Some studies. suggest the pfesence of "echo chémb'ers" and "filte'r‘bubbles" on social‘

| medla (Sunstein 2017, Garimella et al. 2018) that mlght mcrease societal polarlzatlon and
lead to political radrcallzatlon (Beaufort 2018) .

o Others argue that news consumers on social media are: not sorted into |deelog|cal clusters

(Bakshy, Messmg, and Adamlc 2015 Flaxman Goel and Rao 2016 deerveen Borgesms |
et al. 2016) ' * ~ -
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~ Majority of the S‘t—udies on so'c-ia'l me'dia news cons‘dmbt‘iqn and eche-chambering and
‘polarization on social media are focused on Western democracies which in many cases have
lower levels of polarization than non-Western states, especially ones that are engaged in
| |nternal armed confllcts such as the one going on in Eastern Ukralne

Study of polanzatlon IS pressmg m such contexts smce per5|stence of segregated
. communltles can aggravate the hostllltles and undermme conflict resolutlon efforts (Lynch

| Freelo-n, and Aday 2017) -
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- - RQ1: What'ié the place of news -con-t'ent, including'barfi's—an news co_nt'e-nt,-ih media diets of
‘Ukrainian users on Vkontakte compared with other types of content (e.g. entertainment)?

| RQZ: is-the consump’t‘ion‘df,partisan ne—v’v‘s cdhtent accompa’hied'by the form,atibn of isolated
ideological communities (i.e. “filter bubbles”)? | |

. RQ3: What is the relationship between demographic, geographic, and linguistic factorsand -
the consumption of pro-Ukrainian and pro-Russian partisan news content? '
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- ~ Public info'r-ma’-cion of 50702 kanté'kt_e users with'éelf;reported resi.d'e-nce' in Ukraine [y'ea-rs of - |
‘birth, gender, places of residence, languages.spoken, subscriptions to public pages] - |

| Data Wa,s collected i h June 2018 using*Vl{ont‘a'kte's APl and vkR b’ackage (Sorok'i*n [2015] 2019) -
Though Vkontakte was banned in.Ukraine in May 2017, it is still constantly ranked among the

. top 10ssites in the.country; #3 as of May 2019, while Facebook is #7 (“Top Sites in Ukraine -
Alexa” n.d.) | | | | | | | |
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1. Qualitati\}e a'nalysis and codi'ng of public pages'witn at least 100 su'loscr-ibersin the sam'ple-'
'(n 4195)|nt05categor|es entertalnment(n -4015), news (n 112) politicians (n= 1) technical
(n 12) commerce (n= 55)

2. Coding‘of new's'pages' partis‘anship (pro-Ukrai‘nian/pro-Russian/neutral-)' |
- 3. Examlnatlon of audience overlap between news pages using network based audlence
dupllcatlon approach [co -exposure networks] (Webster and K5|azek 2012), d|V|$|on of

network into communltles (Blondel et al 2008)

4, Regressmn analy5|s to establlsh which factors’ [e.g. gender age, language preferences
region of reS|dence] influence subscrlptlon to partlsan news communltles
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Find-i.ngs .

- - News pages are a minor part of Vkontakte S medla ecology, but they stlll reach con5|derable |
‘proportions of the sample
News pages without a. clear pro- Ukra|n|an or pro Russian blas domlnate in the sample Pro-
| Russian pages are the least popular contrary to W|despread clalms about the use of -
~ Vkontakte to spread pro- Ru55|an sentlments in Ukralne |

N of communities N of unique Average n of
subscribers subscribers
Neutral 63 11,105 284
Pro-Russian 13 2,131 182

Pro-UKrainian 36 8,060 369
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"de_monstra_t-e'é that . |

the dominant tightly .
interconnected .
c,or'ﬁmun‘itie_s area -
o bro-Russian 6n_e,_a' |
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and one with legacy .
media, suggesting K
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- present R
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Besf‘p_re‘dictors of
subscription to pro-
‘Ukrainian partisan .
pages are language
- preferences, g’énder
and region of
residence

.-Ifi:ndings

Dependent variable

Subscription to pro-Ukrainian communities

Independent variable

Rating

Language: Ukrainian only

0.364** (0.089)

Gender: male

-0.196*** (0.061)

Region [Crimea]

-1.438*** (0.283)

Region [East Ukr; DNR]

-1.901*** (0.121)

Region [East Ukr; state-controlled]

-0.728** (0.090)

Region [East Ukr; LNR]

-2.038*** (0.204)

Region [South Ukr]

-0.818*** (0.099)

Region [West Ukr]

0.165** (0.082)

Constant 0.727** (0.067)
Observations 5,001

Log Likelihood -3,127.935
Akaike |nf. Crit. 6,273.870

Mote:

*p<0.1; *p<0.05; **p<0.01
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Best predictors of

‘subscription.to pro-

Russian partisan
".pages are region of
residence and age

.-Ifi:ndings

Dependent variable

Subscription to pro-Russian communities

Independent variable

Rating

Age [under 18]

0.371** (0.151)

Age [25-29] -0.100 (0.138)
Age [30-49] 0.117 (0.117)
Age [50+] -0.063 (0.189)

| Region [Crimeal]

-0.961 (0.725)

Region [East Ukr; DNR]

1.590%* (0.138)

Region [East Ukr; state-controlled]

0.121 (0.154)

Region [East Ukr; LNR]

1.864** (0.190)

" .| Region [South Ukr]

0.159 (0.169)

Region [West Ukr]

0.333** (0.130)

Constant -2.478** (0.128)
Observations 5,001

Log Likelihood -1,766.222
Akaike Inf. Crit. 3,554.445

Mote:

tpc:['-']‘l: **pﬂﬂ.ﬂﬁ: ***p.::[].[]l

X

X

X
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