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A 63-year-old man presented with acute pruritus and bubbling 
tinnitus in his right ear, without hearing loss. Otoscopy revealed a bug an-
chored to the anterosuperior portion of the right tympanic membrane. The 

bug was removed by suction after a topical anesthetic agent was applied to the pa-
tient’s ear. The tinnitus resolved immediately. Aside from mild hyperemia, no visi-
ble damage to the tympanic membrane was observed. Insects can be found as 
foreign bodies in the outer ear canal. The differential diagnosis for acute tinnitus 
and pruritus without hearing loss should prompt evaluation for a foreign body in 
the outer ear canal. Two weeks after presentation, this patient had a normal tym-
panic membrane.
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