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A shift towards more sustainable and cleaner energy systems is vital to limit 
adverse effects of climate change, but also to ensure economic development 
and reliable energy infrastructures throughout the world. Current energy 
systems are interwoven with other societal systems, such as transportation, 
housing and industries, but also with current values and lifestyles, which implies 
that to achieve these targets, radical systemic changes based on public 
engagement with climate change are necessary.  
Policies supporting sustainable energy transitions are often contested and 
without support of local inhabitants, projects might not be implemented 
(Naumann & Rudolph, 2020). The recent rejection of the CO2-Act by the Swiss 
population underlines that social acceptance is key for implementing polices in 
regard to transitions towards sustainability. But how can such broader social 
acceptance in regard with the radical systemic changes needed be achieved? 
An approach, with goes beyond previous education and communication 
strategies is ‘transition management’. Over the last decade, research on 
sustainability transition management has grown rapidly (Köhler et al., 2019). 
This caused the development of various multi-actor initiatives which aim to 
support sustainability transitions (Hyysalo et al., 2019). Such initiatives typically 
involve societal as well and academic actors who jointly develop ‘experiments’ 
which contribute towards sustainability transitions (Luederitz et al. 2017). These 
initiatives allow actors from different sectors of society to participate in 
shaping/co-designing and jointly implementing policies. On the one hand, 
inclusion and providing opportunities for public participation can enhance 
societal acceptance and behaviour change and thus contribute to the shift to 
more sustainable and cleaner energy systems (Langer et al., 2017). However, it 
also provides several communication challenges, such as developing a joint 
understanding of the situation at hand, a shared vision and agenda to act.  
The research project, which will be presented in this contribution aims to gain 
insights into such participation processes in energy transitions in mountainous 
and rural areas. In the Global North, energy transitions have predominantly 
focused on urban energy transitions (Naumann & Rudolph, 2020). However, the 
boundaries of energy systems are usually not limited to urban or rural settings, 
since they are linked. Energy production sites are for instance often located in 
rural areas (Naumann & Rudolph, 2020). This is especially relevant for 
renewable energy production sites, as renewables often require a greater 
surface area compared to fossil fuel based energy production. We therefore 
focus on mountainous and rural areas, where the potential renewable energy 
production is high.  
The presented research project is based on a case study in a Swiss Alpine 
Region, the administrative district Interlaken-Oberhasli, located in the Bernese 
Oberland. In this region a particiative transistion management process is 



19th Swiss Geoscience Meeting, Geneva 2021 

 
implemented between 2021 and 2023 under the project name: ‘Local Energy 
Transition Experiments’ (LETE) for a low-carbon society transformation – 
Piloting a transition management process in the Bernese Alps, under the lead of 
the authors of this contribution. A systemicatic overview of the research project 
is presented in Figure 1. This project will serve as a case study for public 
participation in energy transitions in rural and mountainous areas.  
The LETE research project consist of several workshops with local actors. At 
the symposia on the SGM, experiences of the first workshop (joint problem 
framing) will be presented. This research contributes to finding inclusive ways to 
design more successful energy policies and support actors throughout society 
to engage in more sustainable projects and behaviours for fighting climate 
change. Furthermore, it expands the insight of transitions management to 
communities living in mountainous and rural areas. 
 

 
Figure 1. Overview of the LETE-research project. 
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