source: https://doi.org/10.48350/ 165413 | downl oaded: 20.4.2024

REASSESSING RO

A Comparative Study on Territ
Roman West and Beyond V. =

TR et o gt e e S 4,1
- . ::- S 1!.. .w-'i I s
e -.:‘_-_-:.. N e T -"“:'I:.'-..‘-:-:":‘?--‘ r‘ BT '“’ "'*JCMP%%:&-}
S e T "o SOy s ',_'".-‘.‘"r o s T Y e o
- s * 2l - l-..ﬁ .\‘.F *u-A-"h.'.:(.A : ‘.‘\;
p

1 = 3 e 2 ]
o Ty b s ik i
- -

o

Introduction, Key Concepts and Aims

e The history of the Roman Empire is not solely the history of Rome: We cannot fully explain
Roman imperialism without understanding the pre-Roman social structures of the conquered
territories.

* The concept of domination and power as defined by Popitz (domination = enduring institu-
ionalization of power) and its gradual transition offers a flexible framework for assessing not
only the social impact of the Roman conquest and hegemony (Fig. 1) but also pre-Roman
power networks.

e The built landscape (towns, rural sites, roads etc.) is thus framed as components of specific
socio-political situations bound in time and space as opposed to static sites and features.

 The projects aims develop a new approach for assessing Roman impact by analyzing and ; .‘
comparing the spatial articulation of internal/external practices of power and domination TFia, 1 e A raramum &5 sUeesve faneres of demnat

over chronological periods on and power. In the 1st and 2nd cent. AD, militarized zones
(dotted line, «Limes») separate these spheres.

Source Material and Methodology

e This project chooses a birds-eye perspective: Settlement patterns of archaeological landsca-
pes, their configuation and transformation form the starting point of the analysis.

e \With open-access monographies/journals, online databases etc., the underlying data (both
pre- and post-conquest) is now accessible, opening the door for cross-regional analyses.

e Sources: Data from different regions is collected and collated. As the data is heterogenous
in media, format and content (online databases, cartographic resources, published site re-
ports), it first be normalized to make it comparable (Fig. 2). =
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e Methodology: Once the data has been standardized, the settlement patterns of various re-
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gions can be reconstructed both for different chronological phases and practices of power
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Fig. 2. Despite the widespread use of archaeological databases,
the source material still needs to be collated and normalized.

Discussion and Further Research —IE&XME@ ng/1st cen ]gﬁng cent A@B
. . . 1 .' 1 chort ternn 7 7 er
e Roman impact did not start with the con- 5&9 aacﬁl ICEQWVET I Bleb Bt les mm‘t’ar mE?aHauons o Ear@":ﬁlﬁaigng'ss SR
- t P
quest. Effects of and reactions to Roman ,'r?GaaU,Pan Geriitania ?‘révolbtfgns araton rOVINGES
power can be identified in the built USHRMAGRG | sty s i defested ensle < lrge selersetement
landscape in the decades before; however PONE Fomazey surrenger (qegits % odra
Roman domination changes the landscape . . ort and redistribution 5 SUtpost
_ _ FE Sslﬁl(g)rpa%IZZa 1i|or['1(8)ff ort an redistribution :é:rreegtilgrng co onJes :[82 tggm I%glrr
radically (Fig. 3). Power : go L%ﬁ;gaaﬁg n RS e i ik
f)nell IOuUS practices ® emperor cuTt
_ o religious practices
e More case studles_ (Roman Brltaln, afaathSeesS '%ﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁgﬁ redistribution
Southern Gaul, ,Barbaricum”) will show if cﬁjorWWaatﬁ'on' of lands
these resnlts are Fonstant over dn‘fer_ent d*c‘i W aﬁ' Or? 8ff :gg{‘]g;:uacttiﬁrr‘]ré}ftructures §§E§“,Z n
geographical regions and for varying centy |ze(§a|(§:| naio pgaapm in rgs VS l{? ¢ {axat
phases of Roman imperialism. centrdl MRS roads, aqueducts etc °
Fig. 3. Scheme illustrating the practices of power and domination (after Popitz 2017) when a region (in this case Gaul/Germanic Provinces)
becomes part of the imperium romanum. Grey: internal practices. Red: external practices
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