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Open Access Publishing

Dr. Andrea Hacker

Support at Uni Bern



Part I: 
Support for Open Access 
Publishing from the Library’s OA 
Team

Part II: 
Financing Open Access 
Publications 

Part III: 
Strategies, resources and 
alternatives

Open Access in Clinical Studies

Agenda 
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Part I: 
Support with Open Access Publications. 
An Overview

Open Access Support



6

Support with OA Publishing

Open Access in Clinical Studies

Part of Open Science: the OA Team

What?
− Informing researchers: 

− Workshops & courses
− Consultations, communications
− Digital tools

− Financial support for OA publications
− Infrastructure for primary publications: 

− BORIS Theses (Contact)
− Bern Open Publishing

How?

− Personal consultation

− Events

− Email

− Webseite

− Newsletter

− Blog

− Mastodon

mailto:boristheses@unibe.ch
mailto:openscience@unibe.ch
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/open_access/index_eng.html
https://listserv.unibe.ch/mailman/listinfo/os-newsletter.ub
https://wkblog.ub.unibe.ch/
https://openbiblio.social/@OSUniBe
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Support with issues such as…

Open Access in Clinical Studies

Open Access

− Financing
 R&P
 OA Fonds
 BPCs
 OA Diamond
 SNF or EU funding

− Quality assurance
 Predatory Publishing
 DOAJ, DOAB

− Licences and contracs
 Publisher contracts
 Copyright questions
 Creative commons licences

− Infrastructure
 Journals
 Books
 Digital editions
 Dissertations
 Open Access Green (self-archiving)
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Possible inquiries

Open Access in Clinical Studies

Open Access Support
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What is it?

Publishing platform for scholarly 
OA journals and books
• Editorial Board/author is 

connected to UniBe
• Open Access Diamond (no 

APCs/BPCs)
• Peer Review

https://bop.unibe.ch/  

Advantages:
• No cost
• Authors retain rights (CC-BY)
• Discoverability
• Longterm Archiving
• New technical possibilities
• Scholar-led publishing

Open Access in Clinical Studies

Bern Open Publishing

https://bop.unibe.ch/
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Open Access in Clinical Studies

Bern Open Publishing – BOP Serials
What does it look like?

https://bop.unibe.ch/JEMR BOP Books

https://bop.unibe.ch/JEMR
https://books.unibe.ch/index.php/BB
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Part II: 
Funding options at UniBe for Open Access 
Publications

Open Access Support
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Green – Gold – Hybrid – Diamond 

Open Access in Clinical Studies

Open Access financing models

− Gold = Immediate Open Access of publisher 
version, most often with author-facing costs(Article 
Processing Charges)

− Hybrid = Immediate Open Access of publisher 
version, authors pay APCs in addition to 
subscriptions (most R&Ps, double dipping!)

− Diamond = Immediate Open Access of publisher 
version, scholar-led, financed by community 
funding

− Green = self-archiving, often with embargo and 
open access only to post-print, no costs.
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What are authors paying for?

Publisher APCs
Replacing income from subscriptions
Pricing based on cost plus profit
Additional pricing factor: prestige

Beware of additional costs
Images
Pages
(Copy)Editing
More open licenses
Admin charges

Open Access in Clinical Studies

The rise of the author-pays model
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or: Hybrid 2.0

Open Access in Clinical Studies

Read & Publish Deals

- From Big Deals to R&P as a step 
towards OA Transformation

- READ: reading access to subscribed 
content

- PUBLISH: APCs for researchers at 
UniBern are handled by the library (some 
have set quotas)

- Uni Bern: Elsevier, Wiley (depleted for
2023), Springer, a.o.

https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/open_access/read_and_publish/index_eng.html
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Important to check

Open Access in Clinical Studies

OA Fund 

OA Fund

• Complete application
• Criteria fulfilled
• Correct billing adress
• Article uploaded to

BORIS

https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/open_access/oa_fonds/index_eng.html
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Other financing options

Open Access in Clinical Studies

OA Gold without R&P or OA Fund Support

− SNSF/EU

− Institutes

− Personal resources

!
Know your financing options 
before you submit your 
manuscript
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Open Access in Clinical Studies

In Summary: Open Access funding at UniBe

Researcher:
- @unibe
- finds journal
- Checks it in 

Sherpa/Romeo

OPEN ACCESS
D

ia
m

on
d 

O
A

No costs: Publish

Gold OA
Author
Processing 
Charges (APC)

Subscription

No costs:
Publish

Ex
te

rn
al

fu
nd

in
g

Read & Publish

Hybrid and some OA journals
- Only corresponding authors
- Some publishers
- Not all journals
- May have limited amount of

articles or pre-paid amount
- May change from year to yearO

A
Fund

Pure OA Gold, no hybrid
- Only corresponding authors
- @ UniBe
- Application on website
- Max 2’500 CHF
- CC-BY

ACHTUNG!
APCs for hybrid journals that are not
part of our R&P deals cannot be
supported by the OA fund! Check:
- Possibility for OA green
- Alternative financing options (e.g. 

institute/faculty) 

Green
O

A

No costs:
Publish
(check embargo)

Check Requirements

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
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Part III: 
Strategies, resources and alternatives

Open Access Support
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Difficult choices

Pro
• Fast publication 
• Possible access to funding
• Uncomplicated submission and 

review process

Again: Make sure to be informed 
BEFORE you submit your 
manuscript

Cons
• Questions of affordability 
• Concerns about equity
• Concerns about quality
• Concern about reputation and 

unwanted effects on career

Open Access in Clinical Studies

The lure of APC-based OA for researchers
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Some pointers

• Context: Is this a new publisher, 
form („Special Issues“), journal?

• Appearance: Professional site?
• Quality control: editorial board, 

authors, peer-review, editing, layout 
of the journal

• Business model: Is it credible?
• Reputation: Is the journal known? 

Where is it indexed? What do 
colleagues think?

Open Access in Clinical Studies

How to recognize a good journal

• New OA Tools for Uni Bern:

OA.finder – to find funding options for 
journals where you want to publish

B!SON – to find a fitting OA Journal for 
your work

• Other:
White lists like DOAJ
SherpaRomeo
OS-Team

Where to find information

https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/open_access/index_eng.html
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/open_access/index_eng.html#pane584501
https://doaj.org/
https://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/index_eng.html
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Open Access in Clinical Studies

Open Access and Open Data resources at 
Uni Library Bern

Open Science • openscience@unibe.ch • @OSUniBe@openbiblio.social • Open Science newsletter

https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/bern_open_publishing/index_eng.html
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/boris_portal/index_eng.html
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/open_access/index_eng.html
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/boris_publications/index_eng.html
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/research_data_management/index_eng.html
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/index_eng.html
mailto:openscience@unibe.ch
https://openbiblio.social/@OSUniBe
https://listserv.unibe.ch/mailman/listinfo/os-newsletter.ub
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/services/open_science/dissertations/index_eng.html


Thank you!

Dr. Andrea Hacker, Open Science Team, openaccess@unibe.ch
06.Dezember 2023 – Day of Clinical Research

Get in touch if you have questions
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