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4 Where social policy and planning meet: 

Provision of care for the elderly in 
densification projects
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Growing care gap leading to the care crisis

Less time for unpaid 
care

Public budget cuts Labor shortages in 
professional care
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Defining “Ageing-in-place”

“Aging-in-place is about the opportunity for older people to remain in 
their own home for as long as possible without having to move to a long-
term care facility.”

- Pani-Harreman et al. (2020)

5



Ageing-in-place & Densification
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How do local planning authorities make land available for 
ageing-in-place?



% of 
population of 

65 years or 
older
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• From welfare state to 
“participation society”

• Decentralization
• Privatization of care as a 

personal responsibility or a 
commodity to buy.
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A bit of Dutch context…



Case study: Nieuwegein (NL)
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Care circles

11



Private law contracts: Exemption permits
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Mitigating the 
“care gap”?

• No regulation to monitor:
• Who gets to live there?
• And, at what price?

• Exception: social rent.
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Mitigating the “care gap”?

Entrepreneurial municipal strategies (Further) Commodification of care

14



”Planners have the opportunity to address 
and overcome urban injustices.”

• Windows of opportunity (and limitations)
• Planning instruments (and policy context)

• Spatial strategies and instruments to respond to the 
challenges of ageing society and the care crisis.
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