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Introduction

Yerba mate, originally an indigenous drink from South America, has recently become a popular soft drink in Switzerland's
supermarkets. However, already in the 1930s returning migrants, who emigrated from the Ottoman provinces of Mount Lebanon and
Syria, brought yerba mate in large quantities from South America to the Levant.

The project highlights the migrants’ agency as they returned from Argentina, actively shaping Lebanon’s economy and consumption
culture, while decentering the colonial metropole France. By using yerba mate in Lebanon as a case study, the project demonstrates
how global trade relations in the early 20th century were still mainly shaped by personal networks, and contributes to better
understand (return) migration practices and the ‘glocalisation’ of commodities.

Research Questions

How and by whom was Argentinian

yerba mate introduced to Lebanon?

* Interplay of economic, social and
cultural capital

Practices of yerba mate consumption
» Marker of distinction along class,
sectarian, and gender lines
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Conceptual Approach
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* History of Capitalism

» Consumption History

* Global History of Middle Classes
* Migration History
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» Social life of commodities
+ Different forms of capital
+ Translocality
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Sources

Private & public archives in France,
Argentina, and Lebanon

Periodicals
Diplomatic reports
Business sources

Non-written sources
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