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Time to Update—Requesting Inclusive Submission
Categories for Oncology Research

TO THE EDITOR:

International oncology societies, such as the European So-
ciety of Medical Oncology (ESMO) and ASCO, have com-
mitted themselves with pride to promoting equitable cancer
care across the globe over the past few years. Initiatives have
included adaptation of the ESMO/ASCO global curriculum
with a new section on equity principles and global cancer
control, studies on the accessibility and availability of an-
tineoplastic drugs, and the development of the ESMO

Magnitude of Clinical Benefit Scale and ASCO Value
Framework.1-4

However, these initiatives have not been reflected in abstract
submission categories for Annual Meetings. The abstract
categories for the annual ESMO congress have been largely
unchanged for the past 7 years and are based predominantly
on traditional site-based topics (Table 1). Our attempts to
submit global health research abstracts that crossedmultiple

TABLE 1. Abstract Submission Tracks for Key Cancer Congresses From 2015 to 2024

ESMO 2016a-2024 ESTRO 2016b-2024c ASCO 2015-2024

Common tracks

Biomarkers—multiple categories Biomarkers (CLIN) 2022-2024

Developmental therapeutics Developmental therapeutics—multiple
categories

Health economics 2016-2017 Health services research/health economics
(CLIN) 2016-2021; Health economics & health
services research (ID) 2022-2024

Immunotherapy of cancer 2016-2019; Investigational
immunotherapy 2020-2024

Incorporated in “Developmental
therapeutics—multiple categories”

Miscellaneous Other (CLIN) 2016-2021; Other (ID) 2022-2024;
Mixed sites/palliation (CLIN) 2022-2024

Palliative care Palliation 2016-2021; Mixed sites/palliation
(CLIN) 2022-2024

Symptom science and palliative care

Prevention and screening 2016-2017 then incorporated
to Public Health policy (see below)

Prevention, risk reduction, and genetics 2015-
2024

Public health 2016-2017; Public health policy 2018;
Public policy 2019-2022; Policy and preventive
strategies 2023-2024

Incorporated in “Health economics & health
services research”

Health services research 2015-2016; Quality
care/Health services research 2017-2024

Site-specific (multiple categories) Site-specific (multiple categories) Site-specific (multiple categories)

Supportive care Symptom science and palliative care; Patient
and survivor care 2015-2018; Care delivery/
models of care 2020-2024

Tumor biology and pathology Radiobiology Tumor biology 2015-2018

Pediatric tumors (CLIN) Pediatric oncology

Communication (CLIN) 2016, 2018-2021;
Education in radiation oncology (ID) 2022-
2024

Medical Education and Professional
Development 2018-2024

Unique tracks

Basic science; Cancer nursing 2018-2024; New
diagnostic tools 2016-2024; Psycho-oncology; SARS-
CoV-2 and cancer 2020-2021; Translational research
2016-2019; Translational research (agnostic) 2020-
2023

Elderly (CLIN) 2016-2021; Global health (ID)
2024

Abbreviations: CLIN, clinical track; ESMO, European Society of Medical Oncology; ESTRO, European Society for Radiotherapy and Oncology; ID,
interdisciplinary track.
a2015 not included as there was a combined European Cancer Congress-ESMO Congress.
b2015 not included as abstract book not available online.
cRadiation-specific streams also offered: brachytherapy; physics; radiotherapy technologists.

Corresponding author: Laure-Anne Teuwen, MD, PhD; Twitter: @lateuwen; e-mail: laure-anne.teuwen@uza.be.
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tumor types and did not fit in to the biomarker, develop-
mental therapeutics, or other broad categories resulted in
the relegation of global health and equity research to the
Miscellaneous category, undervaluing this important and
emerging field.5,6 ASCO introduced the tracks Disparities/
Health Equity and Global Health for educational sessions
and case-based panels during their Annual Meeting since
2021. These tracks have, however, not been open for abstract
submission (Table 1). Furthermore, although Global Health
was included as a primary track in 2022 and 2023, this has
been removed in 2024. The European Society for Radio-
therapy and Oncology (ESTRO), by contrast, has introduced
the submission topic Global Health for 2024 (Table 1).

Researchers submitting global oncology research to ESMO
journals encounter similar limitations. It is required to
specify a Section/Category related to the manuscript from a
prespecified list that does not contain specific terms asso-
ciated with global health research. Incorporating categories
such as Global Health or Health Equity would enhance the
profile of global oncology research. ASCO, conversely, in-
augurated a journal dedicated to this field in 2015, known
initially as the Journal of Global Oncology and later renamed to
JCO Global Oncology.

We urge the international oncology societies for inclusive
abstract and manuscript submission and scientific symposia
for Global Health and Equity/Disparity research. Only with
this recognition can their key mission be fulfilled.

Laure-Anne Teuwen, MD, PhD
Department of Oncology, Antwerp University Hospital, Antwerp,
Belgium
GLOW, Global Oncology Work Group, Antwerp, Belgium

Zain Ahmad, BMBS
GLOW, Global Oncology Work Group, Antwerp, Belgium
University of Exeter Faculty of Health & Life Sciences, Exeter,
United Kingdom

Eva Segelov, MBBS, PhD, FRACP
GLOW, Global Oncology Work Group, Antwerp, Belgium
Department of Clinical Research, University of Bern, Bern,
Switzerland
Department of Radiation Oncology, Inselspital, Bern University
Hospital, Bern, Switzerland

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS

Conception and design: All authors
Collection and assembly of data: All authors
Data analysis and interpretation: All authors
Manuscript writing: All authors
Final approval of manuscript: All authors
Accountable for all aspects of the work: All authors

AUTHORS’ DISCLOSURES OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS
OF INTEREST

The following represents disclosure information provided by authors of
this manuscript. All relationships are considered compensated unless
otherwise noted. Relationships are self-held unless noted.
I5 Immediate FamilyMember, Inst5My Institution. Relationshipsmay
not relate to the subjectmatter of thismanuscript. Formore information
about ASCO’s conflict of interest policy, please refer to www.asco.org/
rwc or ascopubs.org/go/authors/author-center.
Open Payments is a public database containing information reported by
companies about payments made to US-licensed physicians (Open
Payments).

Laure-Anne Teuwen
This author is a member of the JCO Global Oncology Editorial Board. Journal
policy recused the author from having any role in the peer review of this
manuscript.
Travel, Accommodations, Expenses: Sanofi, Merck, GlaxoSmithKline, Gilead
Sciences, AstraZeneca, MSD Oncology

Eva Segelov
This author is an Associate Editor for JCO Global Oncology. Journal policy
recused the author from having any role in the peer review of thismanuscript

No other potential conflicts of interest were reported.

REFERENCES
1. Cufer T, Kosty M, Curriculum Development Subgroup—ESMO/ASCO Global Curriculum Working Group: ESMO/ASCO recommendations for a global curriculum in medical oncology edition 2023.

ESMO Open 8:101631, 2023
2. ESMO for World Cancer Day 2022: Closing the Care Gap for an Equitable Future. https://www.esmo.org/about-esmo/joining-forces/esmo-for-world-cancer-day-2022#:~:text5What%20does%20an

%20equitable%20care,%2C%20diagnosis%2C%20treatment%20and%20support
3. Oosting S, Barriuso J, Bottomley A, et al: Methodological and reporting standards for quality-of-life data eligible for European Society for Medical Oncology-Magnitude of Clinical Benefit Scale

(ESMO-MCBS) credit. Ann Oncol 34:431-439, 2023
4. Schnipper L, Davidson NE, Wollins DS, et al: Updating the American Society of Clinical Oncology Value Framework: Revisions and reflections in response to comments received. J Clin Oncol 34:

2925-2934, 2016
5. Lawler M, Davies L, Oberst S, et al: European Groundshot—Addressing Europe’s cancer research challenges: A Lancet Oncology Commission. Lancet Oncol 24:E11-E56, 2023
6. Ngwa W, Addai BW, Adewole I, et al: Cancer in sub-Saharan Africa: A lancet oncology commission. Lancet Oncol 23:E251-E312, 2022

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1200/GO.24.00136; Published at ascopubs.org/journal/go on August 8, 2024.
Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License

2 | © 2024 by American Society of Clinical Oncology

Correspondence

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 a
sc

op
ub

s.
or

g 
by

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
et

sb
ib

lio
th

ek
 B

er
n 

on
 A

ug
us

t 1
4,

 2
02

4 
fr

om
 1

30
.0

92
.0

28
.0

38
C

op
yr

ig
ht

 ©
 2

02
4 

A
m

er
ic

an
 S

oc
ie

ty
 o

f 
C

lin
ic

al
 O

nc
ol

og
y.

 S
ee

 h
ttp

s:
//a

sc
op

ub
s.

or
g/

au
th

or
s/

op
en

-a
cc

es
s 

fo
r 

re
us

e 
te

rm
s.

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1690-8198
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-3618-7102
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4410-6144
http://www.asco.org/rwc
http://www.asco.org/rwc
https://ascopubs.org/go/authors/author-center
https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/
https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/
https://www.esmo.org/about-esmo/joining-forces/esmo-for-world-cancer-day-2022%20\l%20:%7E:text=What%20does%20an%20equitable%20care,%2C%20diagnosis%2C%20treatment%20and%20support
https://www.esmo.org/about-esmo/joining-forces/esmo-for-world-cancer-day-2022%20\l%20:%7E:text=What%20does%20an%20equitable%20care,%2C%20diagnosis%2C%20treatment%20and%20support
https://www.esmo.org/about-esmo/joining-forces/esmo-for-world-cancer-day-2022%20\l%20:%7E:text=What%20does%20an%20equitable%20care,%2C%20diagnosis%2C%20treatment%20and%20support
https://www.esmo.org/about-esmo/joining-forces/esmo-for-world-cancer-day-2022%20\l%20:%7E:text=What%20does%20an%20equitable%20care,%2C%20diagnosis%2C%20treatment%20and%20support
http://ascopubs.org/doi/full/10.1200/GO.24.00136
http://ascopubs.org/journal/go

	Time to Update—Requesting Inclusive Submission Categories for Oncology Research
	REFERENCES


