.org/ 10. 7892/ boris. 40291 |

downl oaded: 27.9.2020

htt ps:// doi

source:

Swiss Journal of Sociology, 39 (1), 2013, 57-80 57

Who is Afraid of School Choice?!

Andrea Diem* and Stefan C. Wolter*

1 Introduction

Free choice of school and hence competition between schools in Switzerland is
an interesting theme also for international comparative research, for at least two
reasons: On the one hand, Switzerland is an OECD country with an extremely
low percentage of private schools (just 4%, compared with the OECD average of
11%, OECD 2010), and there is little or no option to choose one public school
in preference to another due to the fact that the public schools children attend are
determined by their place of residence. On the other hand, free school choice is an
ongoing political issue which features regularly in cantonal referendums. Hence,
voters have expressed their views now and again — in some regions more than oth-
ers — on proposed changes in policy with respect to school choice options.

This paper is motivated by three underlying research questions: Firstly, school
choice options for parents can differ in content and presentation, and it is not clear
whether all conceivable models would attract equal support, or opposition, from
the voting public (see Bearse et al. 2009). School choice options can consist in
a) legalizing private schools (a prohibition on private schools was in force in some
Swiss cantons right into the 20th century), b) providing state subsidies or funding
for private schools for one and all or, alternatively, for low-income groups (with
“selective” or needs-based education vouchers), or c) allowing people to choose
freely between public or state schools. Since actual political propositions have often
put just one single model to the vote, it is difficult to judge, even with the existing
expressions of the will of the voters, whether all the models for the expansion of
choice would be judged in the same way. Since no school-choice proposals have
ever been put to the vote in a national referendum, we do not have the option of
taking an exit poll for the whole of the country.” Instead, the method we have cho-
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1 We gratefully acknowledge Maria A. Cattaneo for her support in generating the data and the
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2 Examples for relevant exit poll analyses are Bonoli and Hiusermann (2009), analyzing Swiss
referendum results on the basis of VOX data (VOX analyses are polls conducted after every ref-
erendum) or Catterall and Chapleau (2003) investigating the main reasons for and against the
introduction of education vouchers in the USA.











































































