
s
o
u
r
c
e
:
 
h
t
t
p
s
:
/
/
d
o
i
.
o
r
g
/
1
0
.
7
8
9
2
/
b
o
r
i
s
.
7
3
5
0
4
 
|
 
d
o
w
n
l
o
a
d
e
d
:
 
1
9
.
4
.
2
0
2
4

The phylogenetic position of Dura 

 

By Nicolas Schorer, Institut für Sprachwissenschaft, University of Berne, Switzerland 

 

The precise phylogenetic propinquity of Dura within the Tibeto-Burman or Trans-Himalayan 

language family has hitherto been indeterminate. In the absence of compelling comparative 

evidence, the language has previously been assigned to a subgroup in its own right within the 

linguistic phylum as a whole. Meanwhile, the Dura language is effectively extinct, although 

attempts at revival may be undertaken by well-intentioned members of Dura ethnicity. On the 

basis of a comprehensive study and analysis of all of the extant Dura language material, the 

phylogenetic position of the language within the family will be clarified. Comparative 

evidence from the Dura lexicon, its nominal and verbal morphology as well as from syntactic 

and phonological properties is adduced to determine the phylogenetic position of Dura.  

Moreover, this result will help explain some of the sociocultural realities associated with the 

Dura language community in Lamjung, Nepal. 
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